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ENCOUNTERING HUMAN RIGHTS: 

Gender/sexuality, activism and the promise of law
PROGRAMME AND SESSION DETAILS

Friday 5 January 2007

	9.00 – 9.30
	Registration and Coffee


	Room 2.05

	9.30 – 11.00


	Welcome (to 10.00)

Emily Grabham (CentreLGS)

Rosemary Hunter (Acting Director – CentreLGS)

Joanne Sawyer (Liberty)

Plenary Session No. 1

Gwen Brodsky and Shelagh Day (Poverty and Human Rights Centre, Canada)

Women’s Human Rights in an Era of Conservatism: Stories from Canada.

Chair: Rupa Reddy (University of Westminster)

	Portland Hall

	11.00 -11.30
	Coffee


	Room 2.05

	11.30 – 1.00


	Workshop Session 1 


	Refer to session details for rooms.


	1.00 – 2.00
	Lunch


	Room 2.05

	2.00 – 3.30
	Workshop Session 2


	Refer to session details for rooms.


	3.30 – 3.45
	Coffee


	Room 2.05

	3.45 – 5.15
	Workshop Session 3


	Refer to session details for rooms.



	5.15 – 5.45
	Reception 
Sponsored by Westminster Law School
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	Room 2.05

	5.45 – 6.45
	Plenary Session No. 2
Sponsored by Social and Legal Studies
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Justice Yvonne Mokgoro (Constitutional Court of South Africa)

Women under Customary Law: Socio-Economic Rights and the Alleviation of Poverty in South Africa
Chair: Stewart Motha (Kent Law School)

	Portland Hall

	6.45 onwards
	Dinner for Conference attendees  – Venue to be confirmed.


	


Saturday 6 January 2007

	9.30 – 10.00
	Registration and Coffee


	Room 2.05

	10.00 – 11.00


	Plenary Session No. 3

Pragna Patel (Southall Black Sisters and Women Against Fundamentalism)

Silence, Invisibility and Denial: Asian women’s struggles for human rights in the UK.

Chair: Sarah Lamble (Kent Law School)


	Portland Hall

	11.00 – 11.30
	Coffee


	Room 2.05


	11.30 – 1.00


	Workshop Session 4


	Refer to session details for rooms.



	1.00 – 2.00
	Lunch


	Room 2.05

	2.00 – 3.00
	Closing Session and Plenary No. 4

Zillah Eisenstein (Ithaca College and anti-racist feminist activist)

Sexual Decoys: Gender, Race and War in Imperial Democracy.
Chair: Rosemary Hunter (acting director of CentreLGS; Kent Law School)


	Portland Hall

	3.00 – 4.30
	Tea and Book launch, sponsored by Zed Books
Zed Books will be holding a book launch for Zillah Eisenstein’s latest book, published in January 2007, entitled Sexual Decoys: Gender, Race and War in Imperial Democracy.
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	Portland Hall


PLEASE NOTE: Room 2.14 is available as a “quiet room” throughout the conference.
SESSION DETAILS

Workshop Session 1

“Anti-social behaviour”, Gender and Human Rights

Room 2.06
· Caroline Hunter (Centre for Social Inclusion, Sheffield Hallam University)

· Lorraine Birch (Unison)

· Maya Sikand (Two Garden Court Chambers, London)

· Bethan Harris (Two Garden Court Chambers, London)

· Chair: Helen Carr, Kent Law School.

Gender and Human Rights of the European Union

Room 2.11

· Heli Askola (University of Cardiff)

· Lesley Irvine (Kent Law School)

· Annette Lawson (National Alliance of Women’s Organisations)

· Samantha Velluti (University of Liverpool)

· Chair: Susan Millns (University of Sussex)

Multiculturalism, Gender and Human Rights

Room 2.12
· Jasvinder Sanghera (Director: Karma Nirvana Refuge, Derby)

· Adwoa Kwateng-kluvitse (FORWARD, London)

· Jill Marshall (School of Law, Queen Mary, University of London)

· Chair: Rupa Reddy (SOAS).

Workshop Session 2

Reproductive Rights and Human Rights

Room 2.06
· Audrey Simpson (Director – Family Planning Association, Northern Ireland)

· Rachel Roth (Ibis Reproductive Health, US and Soros Justice Fellowship holder)

· Barbara Hewson (Hardwicke Building, London)

· Chair: Sally Sheldon (Kent Law School).

Gender and Criminal Justice

Room 2.11
· Vanessa Munro (King’s London): Of Rights & Rhetoric: Discourses of Degradation and Exploitation in the Context of Sex Trafficking
· Clare McGlynn (University of Durham): Rape, Torture and Feminist Strategy
· Michelle Madden Dempsey (University of Oxford): Toward a Feminist State: What Do We Mean by 'Effective' Criminal Prosecution of Domestic Violence?
· Chair: Nicole Westmarland (Chair – Rape Crisis, England and Wales)

The aim of this panel is to consider the impact of human rights discourse on three areas of criminal law and policy which particularly affect women, namely trafficking, domestic violence and rape. The hope is that in examining these three different, though related, fields of law and policy, light will be shed on the utility of human rights norms and strategies to advance women’s claims to protection, by the criminal law, from violence and abuse.

Legal Activism
Room 2.12
Chair: Matthew Weait (University of Keele)

Line up to be confirmed.

Women in the Workplace: Work/Life Balances – Legal Promises and Reality

Room 2.13
Chair: Alison Hannah (Director: LAG)

· Joanne Conaghan (Kent Law School)

· Joanna Wade (Solicitor and co-author of Maternity and Parental Rights: A Guide to Parents’ Legal Rights at Work)
· D Arnold (Unison)
Workshop Session 3

Gender, Land Claims and Human Rights

Room 2.11
· Jayoti Gupta (Delhi School of Economics)

· Helen Carr (Kent Law School)

· Chair: Brenna Bhandar (Law School, University of Reading)

Resourcing, Activism, and Human Rights

Room 2.12
· Jane Standing (Chief Executive Officer, Kairos in Soho)

· Sharminder Ubhi (Director, Ashiana)

· Kaveri Sharma (Legal Advisor, Newham Asian Women’s Project)

· Chair: Tania Pouwhare (Women’s Resource Centre, London)

Women’s voluntary and community organisations (charities, community groups, campaigning organisations and other not-for-profit agencies) have been responsible for the lion’s share of positive gender equality changes in the UK. They provide (often life saving) services to women and campaign for gender equality. Despite this, the women’s sector is facing possibly the worst funding crisis in the last 30 years. This panel session will explore the funding challenges facing women’s organisations and the initiatives needed to ensure a sustainable women’s sector for the future of women’s human rights.  

Gender and Human Rights under the ECHR

Room 2.06
· Barbara Hewson (Hardwicke Chambers, London)

· Jennifer Temkin (University of Sussex)

· Anastasia Valulenko (University of Dundee)

· Ivana Radacic (UCL)

· Chair: Susan Millns (University of Sussex)

Workshop Session 4

Crossing Borders: Rights Discourses in Scotland

Room 2.11
· Helen Baillot (Scottish Refugee Council, Glasgow)
· Sharon Cowan (School of Law, University of Edinburgh)
· Patrick Stoakes (Equality Network, Edinburgh)
· Chair: Noel Whitty (Law School, University of Strathclyde)
Democracy’s Empire and the Dis-charge of Human Rights

Room 2.06
· Tshepo Madlingozi (University of Pretoria, South Africa)

· Sari Kouvo (Rule of Law, Human Rights and Gender Advisor to the EU Special Rapporteur for Afghanistan)

· Chair: Stewart Motha (Kent Law School)

Strategies in Action: Sexuality and Asylum in the UK

Room 2.12
· Barry O’Leary (Wesley Gryck Solicitors): Asylum in the UK: the particular problems facing those who seek asylum on the basis of sexuality.

· S. Chelvan (Mitre House Chambers): The Legal Shift in Asylum Law from an analysis of Homosexual Conduct to LGBT Identities.

· Toni Johnson (University of Kent): Interpreting Sexuality: “Essential” Identities in Lesbian and Gay Refugee Hearings.
· Chair: Matthew Weait (University of Keele).
**********************************

We are going to produce a Conference Report, covering the discussions and issues that have arisen at the conference. This should be on the conference website by the end of March 2007. 
See http://www.kent.ac.uk/clgs/events/genderHR/index.htm.

If you have any suggestions about the report, please contact Emily Grabham (e.grabham@kent.ac.uk).

With thanks to the modern law review for funding:
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