Centre LGS: Health and Masculinity Workshop [Draft]

9 November 2007 Westminster Law School, London

Author Meets Readers Cynthia Daniels’ Exposing Men: the Science and Politics of Male Reproduction (OUP 2006)

1. 11am- 12noon The workshop  will open with a one hour session in which Cynthia Daniels (Rutgers) maps out key themes in her work and suggests lessons that may be learned for the United Kingdom and elsewhere in relation to research on men and reproduction and framing responses to the issue of male reproductivity. (Chair Marie Fox)

This opening session will be followed by 3 other 1 hour sessions taking up specific themes explored in Cynthia’s work.  The idea is that workshop participants in general will engage with Cynthia’s ideas, in the light of their own experiences or issues arising out of academic work, but that each session will be led by two or more other participants whose role is  to prompt discussions either through direct responses to Cynthia’s work or a consideration of how their own work/activism might influence their responses to these and other themes she addresses.

2. 12noon-1pmUnderstanding Legal Concepts Across Jurisdictions (Chair Oliver Phillips)

Session 1 will reflect on legal concepts and the extent to which legal constructions vary across jurisdictions, or the success with which ideas or solutions proposed in one jurisdiction may be transplanted to other jurisdictions.  This will be led by Sally Sheldon  (Kent) who is currently engaged in an examination of legal concepts of fatherhood in the UK and Imogen Goold (Oxford) who will explore underlying themes of commodification in Cynthia’s work and in her own work on body parts.

3. 2-3pm: the Gendering of Gametes and Donors Chair Robin MacKenzie)

This session will explore the characteristics of men who donate sperm and examine how sperm and sperm donors have been represented in UK legal debates, contrasting this with the issue of donation of eggs (for fertility treatment and research) and examining the underpinning concepts, such as autonomy, altruism, commodification, exploitation, as well as the  types of feminist interventions that may be made around these issues.  This will be led by Michael Thomson (Keele), Julie Mccandless (Keele) and  Emily Jackson (LSE).
4. 3-4pm: Methodologies in Masculinity and Reproduction work (Chair: Marie Andree Jacob)

This session take sup the issue of the methodologies we employ in academic research on this issue.  It will be led by Jonathan Ives (Birmingham) who will examine the role of and challenges faced by  conducting empirical research into fatherhood and Therese Murphy (Nottingham) who will explore the potential utility of ethnographic work in the context of researching assisted reproduction.
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10.30-11 

Registration

11-11.15

Welcome (Marie Fox/Harriet Samuels)

11.15- 12 noon
Chair: Marie Fox: Cynthia Daniels (Rutgers) on “Exposing Men” 

[lessons pertaining to masculinity and reproduction from US]

12noon-1pm 

“Exploring Fatherhood” (Chair Oliver Philips)

Sally Sheldon (Kent) 

[Examining how the concept of fatherhood is understood in UK law]

Imogen Goold (Oxford) 

[addressing the commodification of body parts]

1-2pm


Lunch

2-3pm 
“The gendering of gametes and donors” (Chair: Robin MacKenzie)

Michael Thomson and Julie McCandless (Keele) 

[on profile and representations of sperm donors in the UK following the removal of donor anonymity]

Emily Jackson (LSE) 

[Considering the different issues raised on the context of donating eggs for research]

3-4pm


Methodologies (Chair Marie –Andre Jacob)

Therese Murphy (University of Nottingham) 

[Advocating potential utility of ethnographic work given how the focus in conventional law and bioethics on 'law fora' and argument' could be creating problems.]
Jonathan Ives (Birmingham) 

[Exploring the lack of data on men's perspective on rights/responsibilities and discussing the methods he has used to get that data and what he has done

with it]

